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Crestle Zanders, a Nigerian law firm with offices in Lagos and London,
is Africa’s first specialist projects, finance, corporate and commercial
international law firm focusing exclusively on the energy, natural
resources and infrastructure sectors. Our lawyers have in-depth knowledge of the oil and gas, power, mining and infrastructure sectors.
Although Nigeria is our primary market, we advise on transactions and
matters in other African countries, offering clients the benefits of a
unique blend of international standard and the advantages of on-theground experience.
Untypical of a young law ﬁrm, and unlike the other law ﬁrms in the geographical
area where we operate, we do not play by our own isolated standards or simply
go on doing things the way we are comfortable with just because those who
engage our services do not have a better alternative.
Crestle Zanders was conceived on the understanding that what used to be the
Africa local market has now become global and more sophisticated. Thus, whilst
maintaining knowledge of the local environment and cultures, we strive to play
by cutting edge global standards in terms of the knowledge and exposure of our
lawyers, the quality of the work we produce and the tools we employ in doing
them.
www.crestlezanders.com

Lagos I London

An international law firm with specialist
focus on specific sectors in Africa
YOUR SAFE GUIDE TO AND IN AFRICA
As an indigenous Africa-focused law ﬁrm, Crestle Zanders’ major advantage rests in its
understanding of the intricacies of the Africa sub-regions in relation to certain matters on
which non-ingenious law ﬁrms often make sweeping generalisations or most times
approach with completely incorrect assumptions.

Pan-African Outlook
At Crestle Zanders, Africa is not just an exciting market in our locality. The very purpose
of our existence is to build and sustain competences that help our clients to benefit from
Africa’s huge potentials. We see the future of the region and we are building a leadership
position in its investments and transactions landscape.
Although Nigeria remains our core focus region, our specialised knowledge of the
inherently-international energy and natural resources markets, our experience of transactions in other African countries, and our innovative collaborations with other law firms in
Anglophone, Francophone and Lusophone Africa, and beyond, allow us to extend our
practice to other African countries.

Africa Practice
From country to country, sub-region to sub-region, Africa presents varying opportunities
and challenges. But the failing of the non-indigenous law ﬁrms who have a rather surface
understanding of this vast and varied region is that they treat Africa – “Africa Market” – as
a single jurisdiction with a peculiar set of opportunities and challenges.
With our first-hand knowledge of the region and our experience of working with law
firms and other organisations across the region, we have built collaborative relationships with leading law firms and individuals across the continent. With these
resources Crestle Zanders is well equipped to advice our clients on how to steer
around Africa’s challenging legal and business environment, whether the assignment
involves a running cross-border deal or a local advice on an ad-hoc matter.
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Our advantage for Africa
The opportunities in Africa present challenges that require people who truly know the
region. As Africans with first-hand knowledge and experience of the region, with some of
us having worked within the Africa practice teams of international law firms, we understand the nuances of the African business climate and comprehend how daunting, sometimes subduing, it can be for foreign business people to cope with the varying cultures,
business environments, laws and regulations that impact business risks in Africa.
We provide valuable advice that help our clients to navigate this market of complex
contradictions.
Some relevant experience of the key members of our Africa Practice team includes:

Nigerian power sector privatisation programme - conducting legal due diligence on
power facilities, providing legal risk analysis and advice in relation to acquisition of
government interests, and assisting in the preparation of bidders’
pre-qualifications,Expressions of Interest an Requests For Proposal.
For the benefit of an Africa focused mining company - advising in relation to the
obligations to provide railroads, power plants and port infrastructure in Liberia under
a mining concession.
Nigerian Infrastructure Concession Regulatory Commission - advising in relation to
the privatisation of ports infrastructure, in particular, the structuring and review of the
Nigerian Ports Concession Agreements.
A West African government – advising on the inconsistencies between its strategic
petroleum policy and its petroleum legal framework, in relation to the enactment of
its proposed petroleum legislation.
Representing the developers in relation to a large scale sand dredging and landreclamation project in Nigeria.
For the benefit of the Nigerian subsidiary of a FTSE 250 international oil and gas
company:
- Advised on its legal obligations post commercial production in relation to the
contract matrix (from framework agreements with the government and farmor,
through to the financing, construction, operating and sales agreements) of
each of its two marginal oilfield assets in Nigeria.
- Advised in connection with its marginal field asset (that was formerly held by a
major IOC), with regards to the legal issues surrounding the regulatory extension
of the marginal field licence.
Advising a TSX Ventures listed oil and gas Company on its planned entry into the
Nigeria market and in relation to its acquisition of oil and gas assets under the
Nigerian marginal fields programme.
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For the benefit of an ASX listed company – advising in relation to the competence
(under local law, the African Chatter of Human and Peoples Law, and international
law) of a regional government in an unstable East African country to grant a petroleum
licence.
Advising on the key legal, regulatory and fiscal provisions of the Uganda Petroleum
legislation.
For the benefit of an Africa focused Resources Company – comparative analysis of the
petroleum licence/production sharing agreements of several African countries
(including Angola, Chad, DRC, and Cameroon) in relation to its decision with respect
to market entry.
Advising the promoter, a UK-headquartered multinational construction company, in
relation to erosion-control and ultra modern shopping mall projects in Nigeria.

Delivering Advantage

Investors
We act for a wide range of investor clients, including start-ups and leading corporations
seeking to enter or expand into the Nigerian and African power, oil and gas, mining and
metals, and infrastructure sectors.
We also act for governments, developers, and lenders in the financing of projects across
these sectors. Most of the clients we service are either the parents or subsidiaries of
corporations whose seats are in the world’s major finance and investment hubs, including London, New York, Dubai, Sydney and Toronto. A number of these corporations are
either listed or aspiring for listing in key investment exchanges such as FTSE, ASX and
TSX.
The Other class of our clients are indigenous African corporations whose financing or
technical assistance usually comes from overseas. Thus, we increasingly represent
Nigerian/African companies who do business overseas, especially in London where we
are positioned to procure English law firms to advise our clients on English law matters.

International law firms
We are often contacted by lawyers from other international law firms dealing on matters
with Nigerian element, to advise on aspects of Nigerian and wider Africa energy and
natural resources law.
We have, and continue to initiate and build, relationships with large international law
firms. Because large international law firms recognise that Crestle Zanders is a law firm
with local knowledge but also has the exposure and the rigorous standards that they themselves are known for, they often appoint us to act as local counsel in running deals or ad
hoc matters in which they need assistance from an indigenous law firm.

In accepting or continuing to perform instructions from clients, we observe to the latter our ethical
obligations relating to conﬂict of interest.
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London
London being a major hub for in-ward foreign investments in Africa, we maintain a
representative office in London. Our London office is vital to our Africa Practice as it
serves as a contact point between us and corporations making in-ward investments into
Africa. Our lawyers regularly attend trainings and conferences, secondments and business meetings with clients and counterparties in London. Our presence in London enables
us to sustain our exposure, continue to sharpen our perspectives of cutting-edge finance,
corporate and commercial deal-making, and to build collaborative relationships with
leading law firms that operate out of London. The London office procures English law
firms to advise our clients on English law matters and also helps to provide minor logistics
and facilities to our clients attending business meetings and arbitration proceedings in
London.
Our presence in Lagos and London, and our innovative approach to problem-solving,
allow us to provide services to our clients in the various jurisdictions in which they do business.

Contact us
For further information regarding our Africa and International Practices, please contact
our Lagos head office, our London office or the key contact lawyer stated in this publication. General email messages may be sent to info@crestlezanders.com or using our
“Contact” form, which can be found at www.crestlezanders.com.

Key Contact
Anozie Awambu
Partner
Email:
Phone:

anozie.awambu@crestlezanders.com
+234 (0) 1 280 9346 (Lagos) | +44 (0) 203 086 8101 (London)

Lagos

London

2nd Floor Plot 5
Chief Yesuf Abiodun Street
Oniru Road
Victoria Island
Lagos, Nigeria.
Phone:
+234 (0) 1 280 9346
Fax:
+234 (0) 1 280 9330
Email:
info@crestlezanders.com

42 Brook Street
London
WK1 5DB
Phone:
+44 (0) 203 086 8101
Fax:
+44 (0) 207 990 8099
Email:
info@crestlezanders.com
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